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HoOi Thanh cua Pdc Chaa Troi
Lé Anh Huy & Huynh Christian Timothy

M&i ngay trdi qua Ia lich st cia nhan loai nhich lai gan vdi gid tan thé hon. Trén con dudng
khoéng thé dao ngugc dd, Co-d6c nhan thdy xuét hién trong cac gido phai B&i Khang?® va Tin
Lanh® 13m hién tugng gdy that nhidu béi réi. Dién hinh 1a c6 mot s6 Co-ddc nhan dugc ngudi
chan khuyén khich lam ching cho ngudi Céng Gido, trong khi mét s6 khac nghe ngudi chan
goi Gido hoi Cong Gido la Hoi Thanh. MOt s6 tin d6 nghe th6ng ké réng tai Viét Nam cé
khoang 2% dan sb la Co-d6c nhan, nhung cé s6 khac nghe rdng trong sé nhiing ngudi “tin
Chua” tai Viét Nam c6 khoang tdm triéu l1a ngudi Cong Gido. Cé mdt td chdc “Tin Lanh” no
liét ké nha thd Dlc Ba tai Sai-gon la moét “HOi Thanh" (dia phudng) nita. Nhu vay, néu chi
dudc cho phép tra Igi “Phai” hay “Khong” thi ngudi Cg-d6c nén tra I8i nhu thé nao cho cau
hoi sau day: Su thG phugng cua ngudi Cong Gido trong hé théng Vatican co phai la su thd
phugng Dlrc Chua Trdi cia HOi Thanh? Hay hdi cach dan gian haon, phai chang Gido hoi Cong
Gido La-Ma la mot phan cta HOi Thanh? Chi mot cau tra 16i cut nglin “phai” hay “khong” dé
c6 thé ndi 1én mot riing quan diém than hoc vé H6i Thanh cia mot ngudi. Cau tra I16i do
quyét dinh hanh déng ciia mot tin nhan trong khi di khap thé gian lam ching vé su clu roi
cla bldc Chua Trdi trong Blc Chua Jesus Christ. Néu Gido HOi Cong gido la HOi Thanh, thi
khong can thiét phai lam chlng vé Tin Lanh c(fu rdi cho ho nita ma chi can hudn luyén mén
d6. Néu ho chua phai 1a HOi Thanh thi khdng thé néi vé ho nhu la mdt phan clia Hoi Thanh.
Con cb nhiéu chuyén gay badi réi khac nhu: cé ngudi tu xung minh la “Co-ddc nhan,” di “nha
thd,” dang phan mudi, nhung khong tin Thanh Kinh la IGi Blic Chua Trdi, khong tin Bic
Chua Jesus la Cu Chda Duy Nhat, v.v. Cling cé ngudi vira tin minh la con Bdc Chaa Trdi,
nhung ciling tin thém minh la Con RGng Chau Tién nira. Day chi la nhitng trudng hgp tiéu
bi€u nhung cling du 1am cho ngudi ta phai nhic dau vi chir nghia.

Ngoén ngif von cdé nhiéu gidi han, nén né khong cé kha nang 16t hét y tudng mudn trinh bay.
D3 vay, nhiéu lic tr ngir bi thoai hod vi bi lam dung, nén di l1éch khdi gia tri chudn muc da
dugc dinh nghia trugc dé. Khi su lam dung vugt qua mét mirc dé nao do thi ngdon ngir bi pha
san. Khi d6, ngudi ta phai tai dinh nghia lai ti nglr d6 hay phai di tim mét ti nglr khac thé
vao, dé cho su dién dat cdi y tudng da tiing dudc dién dat bdi tir nglr d6 dudc chinh xac va
tron ven trg lai. Ngén nglt Cg-ddc ciling khéng tranh khoi té nan bi lam dung dén muc pha
san. Nhirng tUr ngl nhu "t6i 16i," "duc tin," "dudc clu roi," "tai sinh," "nén thanh," "tin do,"
"Cg-doc nhan," "HGi Thanh," "muc vu," "ngugi chan bay," v.v., d@ khong con nguyén ven y
nghia da dugc si dung IGc ban dau. Thiét tudng, da dén IGc ching ta cdn danh thdi gian dé
hdi phuc lai nhitng chudn muc ndm dang sau cac tir ngl néi trén, nhu da dudc s dung bdi
Thanh Kinh lan dau. Ching ta hdy cung nhau bat dau véGi danh xung HOi Thanh.

I. H6i Thanh

Danh tr Hi Thanh (ma nhiéu ngudi thudng goi l1a HAi Thanh "V6 Hinh" hay Héi Thanh “Ph&
Thong”) do chinh Ddc Chla Jesus Christ sir dung lan dau tién trong trong cau phan sau day:

"Khi Buc Chua Jésus da vao dia phan thanh Sé-sa-ré Phi-lip, ben héi mén dé, ma
rdng: Theo I0i ngudi ta ndi thi Con Ngudi la ai? Mén dé thua réng: Nguoi ndi la Gidng
Bép-tit; ké ndi Ia E-li; ké khac lai néi 1 Gié-ré-mi, hay 1a mdt déng tién tri ndo do.
Ngai phan rang: Con cac ngudi thi xung ta la ai? Si-mbn Phi-e-rd thua rang: Chua Ia
Pang Christ, con Puc Chua Trdi hang séng. BSy gid, Bic Chua Jésus phan clng
nguoi rang: H&i Si-mén, con Gib-na, nguoi cé phudc dé; vi chdng phai thit va huyét
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té cho nguoi biét diéu ndy déu, bén la Cha ta & trén troi vay. Con ta, ta bao nguoi
rdng: Nguoi la Phi-e-rod, ta sé I&p Héi Thanh ta trén da n3y, cic cia 4m phu chdng
théng dudc héi dé." (Ma-thi-G 16:13-18)

1- Nguon goc cua tén goi:

Trong nguyén ngil Hy-lap, 1a ngdn ngir dugc dung dé€ ghi chép Thanh Kinh Tan Uéc, tir dung
cho Hoi Thanh la "ekklesia" (/ek-klay-see'-ah/) cé nghia la "nhtng ngudi dudc goi ra khoi
nha dé& hdi hop vé cdng vu." Thoat dau, "ekklesia" khdng mang mét nghia nao cé lién quan
dén Ho6i Thanh, ma chi dugc dung véi cac nghia nhu sau [11]:

a. Cong hoi, tc la cac budi héi hop clia dan ching tai cac dia diém cong cdng dé nghi su va
biéu quyét cac van dé chung.

b. Nhém ngudi tham du cudc cong hoi.
c. Su tu tap ctia bat ky moét nhém nguoi nao vi bat ky mot muc dich gi.

Nhung sau do, "ekklesia" dugc cac tin d6 Dbang Christ ngugi Y-sg-ra-én ndi tiéng Hy-lap va
cac tin d6 dan ngoai dung dé goi [2]:

a. Cudc hdi hop ctia nhitng Christian dé€ thd phuogng Chla va thi hanh cac nghi thic biéu 16
duc tin.

b. Thuc thé bao gdm nhing Christian & khdp thé& gian (E-phé-s6 3:21).

c. Thuc thé& bao gdm nhitng Christian tai mét dia phuong ma Cg-ddc nhan thudng goi la “Hbi
Thanh tai dia phuong,” nhu Hoi Thanh tai Xen-co-ré (R6-ma, Romans 16:1), Hoi Thanh tai
Co-rinh-t6 (1 Co-rinh-t6 1:2), HGi Thanh tai Té-sa-16-ni-ca (1 Té-sa-l6-ni-ca 1:1), v.v.

Trong thai ky HOi Thanh mdi thanh Iap, dugc ghi lai trong Céng Vu Cac Sur D6, thi cac sur do,
cac tin do dau tién ciling chua dung danh xung HOi Thanh ma tu goi la "cac anh em," "cac
mon do," "cac thanh d6," "nhitng ngudi theo dao," v.v.. Néu dich cho sat nghia sang tiéng
Viét, thi "ekklesia" nén dugc dich la "héi ching." Tuy nhién, vi tin d6 Dang Christ dugc
Thanh Kinh goi la "thanh" (hagios, /hag-ee-os/) (R6-ma 1:7; 1 CO-rinh-t6 1:2; E-phé-so6
1:1; v.v.), va vi "hdi ching" cla Dang Christ dugc chinh Ngai thanh héa (E-phé-sd 5:26),
cho nén dung danh tir "H6i Thanh" @& goi cac thanh dd hay su nhédm hop thd phugng Chua
cua ho ciling la mot diéu hgp ly.

Theo cac tai liéu lich str va van hoa vé xa hdi thdi Dlic Chila Jesus, ching ta cé thé tin réng
Chua sU dung tiéng A-ram cua vung Ga-li-Ié [3]. Dich xac chir gi Chua dung trong vi tri chit
Ekklesia thi ching ta khéng r&. Tuy nhién, ching ta biét chdc moét diéu la chir ekklesia
nguyén thay hoan toan cé nghia ddgi, dudc S D6 Ma-thi-g lan dau tién dem dén mot y nghia
mdi: Ekklesia |a héi cla Bldc Chua Jesus Christ.

2- Cau truc cta Hoi Thanh:
2.1- Nén tang cta Hoi Thanh:

Cau phan cta bdc Chua Jesus ngoai viéc lan dau tién cong bd su thiét lap HOi Thanh con
bao gobm nhiéu dé tai than hoc khac gay kha nhiéu tranh luan. Mot trong cac dé tai do la
thdm quyén cla cac nha 1anh dao H&i Thanh trudc khi Chida tai 1dm. Trong nguyén ngit Hy-
lap, danh tU riéng Phi-e-rd la Petros, giong duc, tic la mot hon da I8n; con danh tir chung
"D3" la Petra, gidng cdi, c6 nghia |a mét tang da khdng 16 [4]. Ching ta nhd lai rang chinh
Plc Chla Jesus Christ d6i tén Si-mén, con cla Gié-na, thanh Phi-e-rg (Gidng 1:42). Viéc
d6i tén nay khdng phai |1a mot chuyén tinh ¢& vi Ngai biét trudc tuang lai, trong dé cd viéc
Phi-e-rg lan dau tién cong xung Ngai la Dang Christ. Tuy nhién, con ngudi Phi-e-rd c6 phai
la nén tdng ma trén dé Duc Chua Jesus Christ xay dung HG6i Thanh khong, lai la chuyén
khac.
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Trudc hét, Thanh Kinh cho biét Birc Chua Trdi 1a Vang Pa Caa Cac Thai Pai (E-sai 26:4).
Vang Ba do la Cong Chinh, Toan Ven (Phuc Truyén Luat Lé Ky 32:4). Vang Pa doé la Bang
Sang Tao va Pang Clu ROi cua loai ngudi (Phuc Truyén Luat Lé Ky 32:18). Vang ba dé la
Cha cua loai ngui (Phuc Truyén Luat Lé Ky 32:18). Vang Ba dé la Than Duy Nhat trong vii
tru (1 Sa-mu-én 2:2). Vang ba dé la bang Bao Vé (Thi Thién 94:22). Vang ba dé la DaGi DJi
(Ha-ba-cuc 1:12). Su thi€p lap H6i Thanh trén chinh Bdc Chua Trdi, |la Dang ddi ddi khong
bao gid thay déi, 1a D3, la diéu Ddng khén ngoan nhu Ngai lam. Su khén ngoan nay ciling ap
dung dugc cho loai ngudi theo nhu IGi day cua Dlc Chua Jesus:

“...mét ngudi khén ngoan cidt nha minh trén hon da. Cé mua sa, nudc chady, gio
lay, x6 déng nha 8y; song khéng sap, vi da cét trén da...

...ngudi dai cdt nha minh trén dat cat. Co6 mua sa, nudc chay, gio lay, x6 déng nha
&y, thi bi sap, hu hai rat nhidu.” (Ma-thi-g 9:24-27)

Chudng ta thdy rang su khén ngoan can cé cua loai ngudi la xay dung mot kién tric trén nén
da. Néu con ngudi da biét vay thi Bldc Chada Trdi ha chang biét xay dung HOi Thanh, d& dudc
chinh Con Ngai d6 huyét dé chudc v, trén chinh Ngai, |a nén da duy nhat trong cdi vat chat
va c0i linh hay sao?

Tuy nhién, nén moéng cua HOi Thanh khong chi cé Bldc Chaa Trdi la chat liéu duy nhat. Ngai
mac khai qua cac day té cia Ngai nhitng bi nhiém vé su hién hitu ctia Ngai, vé cac thudc
tinh ctia Ngai, vé vii tru va loai ngudi, va vé méi tudng quan gilra loai ngudi vdi Ngai. Ching
ta goi nhitng day té nay la tién tri va s do, la nhitng ngudi dem chan ly ctia Chua gidi bay
cho nhan loai qua cudc ddi, I6i rao giang va bat ky ctia ho. Cac day té buc Chua Trdi, nhu
cac vién da xay méng két hgp lai v8i nhau qua muc vu trong Bdc Chla Jesus, BPang dudc
goi la hon d& goéc nha. Phai c6 Bic Chla Jesus thi nhilng méc khai trong Cuu Udc qua cac
tién tri va nhitng IGi tién tri trong Tan UGc cung cac diéu day do cua cac sir @& mdi an khdp
vé y nghia. Diéu nay giai thich tai sao Bldc Chula Jesus phan: “Céac ngudi ding tudng ta dén
ding phd ludt phdp hay 1a 10i tién tri; ta dén, khéng phai d€ phd, song dé lam cho tron”
(Ma-thi-g 5:17). Cho nén, Blic Chla Jesus la hon da géc nha, 1a céi ban I1&, dé két ndi chén
ly dugc mac khai trong nhiéu ngan nam, qua cac tién tri khac nhau. Chinh Birc Chua Jesus
(va cac s do cua Ngai), trong khi lam chirc vu clua ngugi tién tri, cho chdng ta thay ti€p
nhitng gi s& xdy ra trong tuong lai cho dén ngay tan thé. Nhu vay, Hoi Thanh dugc xdy dung
trén nén tang chinh la chan ly ctia Dlc Chia Trdi, dugc sdp x€p trong mot truyén thdng lién
tuc cé chinh Bdc Chia Jesus lam gach ndi. Diéu nay dugc Si D6 Phao-16 trong thu viét cho
cac tin d6 thanh E-phé-s6 moé ta mot cach gdi hinh nhu sau:

“Anh em da dugc dung nén trén nén cua cac s dé cung cac dang tién tri, chinh
Duc Chua Jé‘sqs Christ 1a da géc nha, ca cai nha da dung Ién trén da do, sap dat
cach han hoi, dé lam nén mét dén thg thanh trong Chua.” (E-phé-s6 2:20-21)

Theo Phao-18, Hoi Thanh 1a mét dén thd dé thd phugng Chula, dudc xay trén nén mdng bang
da, chinh la Bdc Chua Trdi va khai thi cia Ngai qua cac st do va cac tién tri, dudc két hop
lai trong chinh Blc Chda Jesus Christ. HOi Thanh khong dugc Budc Chaa Jesus thi€t 1ap trén
con ngudi Phi-e-ro hay chao dong. (Mot thi du dién hinh vé su hay chao déng cla Phi-e-
rd la sau khi tuyén nhan Bdc Chua Jesus la Dang Christ, 6ng nhanh nhau tuyén b6 la Chua
s& khdng bi khd nan dau (Ma-thi-¢ 16:22). Ong bi ChGa mang vi su cd nay (Ma-thi-g
16:23).)

Khi tuyén xung Duc Jesus ngudi Na-xa-rét la Dang Christ (Christos - /khris-tos/ theo tiéng
Hy-lap, c6 nghia la Pang Bugc X{c Dau), S& b6 Phi-e-rd thira nhan Ngai chinh la Bbang Mé-
si (Messiah, Bbang dugc xiic dau - theo ti€éng Hé-ba-ro), tic la Bang dugc hira, dugc Dic
Chua Troi khai thi qua cac tién tri trong Cuu USc. Dang dd 1a Vua doi doi, Dang La Lung,
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Bdng Muu Luan, Chia Binh An, Cha Dai Bdi, va chinh la Bic Chua Tréi Quyén Nang (E-sai
9:6). bang dy cling chinh la Bang Clu Chuoc nhan loai vi hinh phat cho t6i 16i cua toan thé
nhan loai dugc chat hét trén minh Ngai (E-sai 53) Khi tuyén xung Chda nhu vay S’ D6 Phi-
e-rd chua hi€u la Ddng Mé-si ma dan Y-sg-ra-én hang trong dai pha| chiu khé hinh (E-sai
53), va chiu khd hinh cho dén chét (Pa-ni-én, Daniel 9:26). Ong ciing chua hiéu 1a sau khi
chét bang Mé-si sé s6ng lai, sé thang thién, r‘c“>i sé tai lam. Chi sau khi Chua phuc sinh va
giang giai cac s dd mdi hi€u biét cac I8i tién tri trong Thanh Kinh vé chic vu cla Ngai (Lu-
ca 24). Thanh Kinh cho biét ba chlc vu dugc xic dau cta Bang Mé-si la: Tién tri (Ma-thi-g
24, Giang 1:18), Thay té |é (Hé-bo-rc 5:5-6) va Vua (Khai Huyén 17:14). M3c du chua hiéu
hét chudng trinh cta Bdc Chada Trgi moét cach cé hé thong, I1Gi tuyén xung dugc than cam
clia S Pd Phi-e-rc 1a su bay to 18 that vé ban thé, than tinh, va chlc vu cia Pdc Chla
Jesus dugc tién tri trong Cuu Udc va ’ng nghiém trong Tan Udc. LGi tuyén xung dé xac
nhan:

(1) Blc Chla Jesus la Con Blc Chua Trdi va chinh |a Bdc Chda Trdi nhdp thé. Ngai la dang
Clu Chudc da dudc hia tir 1du cua dan Y-sd-ra-én, va cling la Padng Cldu Chudc cho toan thé
nhan loai. Tén riéng Jesus [Yeshua] cé nghia Bdc Chua Trdi la Pang Clhu Chudc. La Pang
Clu Chudc, Ngai dung chinh su séng thanh khiét va vé han cta Ngai lam sinh té chuéc toi
cho toan thé nhéan loai tdi 16i va hitu han. Su chét dé€ clru chudc cla Buc Chla Jesus lam
tron y nghia Ié chudc t6i bédng sinh mang cla dé, bo, hodc ctiu non (Lé-vi ky 9:1-10).

(2) bang Clu Chudc doé la Bang "Christ.” Christ (Ia toi td, s gia cia Bdc Chua Trdi) la
ngudi dudc Bldc Chda Trdi chon Iua (qua nghi thic xidc dau) dé giao phdé s mang va ban
cho ndng luc cuing thdm quyén d€ thi hanh s mang d6. La Pang Christ, qua chic vu tién
tri, Bdc Chua Jesus giai bay tinh yéu cua Bdc Chua Cha va chuong trinh cu roi cua Ngai
cho nhan loai. Qua chiic vu thay té€ I€, BDlic Chla Jesus cau thay va dang sinh té chudc toi
cho nhan loai. Qua chiic vu vua, Bldc Chua Jesus lam vua cai tri trong long ngudi tin nhan
Chua theo nghia béng (Ma-thi-c 23:10); theo nghia den, Ngai sé lam vua cai tri thé gigi mot
ngan nam trong ché do than cha (Khai Huyén 20).

Chung ta can phan biét rd chifc vu Dang Christ véi su hy sinh chudc téi cho nhan loai cla
Dlrc Chla Jesus. Cac chirc vu tién tri, thay té I&, va vua la c6ng vu cta Dlc Chla Jesus, mot
thién s hay mot ngudi cling cé thé thi hanh cac chlc vu nay. Con su hy sinh cua Ngai trén
thap tu gid khdng phai 1a céng vu, khdng phai la chlic vu, ma 1a su thé hién toan ven cla
tinh yéu (Giang 15:13), vi "Buc Chua Trdi la su yéu thuong" (1 Giang 4:8).

Noi tém lai, Bdc Chua Jesus thiét [ap HOi Thanh trén |I€ that vé Ngai ma Phi-e-rg lan dau
tién cong bao.

2.2- Mac khai ca biét ciia Hoi Thanh vé Pang Christ:

Pa s6 dan chidng Y-so-ra-én vao thdi Bldc Chaa Jesus nhan thay cé mot su phi thudng trong
con ngudi Jesus nhung khdng phai bat c ai cling cé thé nhdn ra dudc Jesus thanh Na-xa-
rét chinh la Pang dugc h&ra nhu Phi-e-ro. Vi vy ma c6 dam doéng cho rdng Ngai la mot tién
tri nao d6. C6 dam déng trén 5000 ngudi chay theo Ngai dé ép Ngai lam vua (Gidng 6:15).
C6 dadm ddng khac dén rudc Ngai rat trong thé khi Ngai ci Ilra di vao thanh Gié-ru-sa-lem
(Ma-thi-6 21:6-9). Nhung khi Ngai hé md& vé than tinh cia minh, thi dédm dong bat dau dat
nghi van va sau dé lay cd Ngéi pham thu’dng dé giét Ngai (Gidng 10: 33). Xa hoi loai ngu’c‘fi
bdy gi& cling khdng khac gi xa hdi Y-so-ra-én hdi xua: Dulc Jesus cd thé vi dai ra sao cling
dugc chi trir mot diéu Ngai khong thé 1a Blc Chia Trdi nhap thé, chiu chét vi tdi 16i cla toan
thé nhén loai va d3 phuc sinh vinh hién. Loai ngudi khdng chéi bé su hién hitu cla con
ngudi lich sir Jesus, nhung chéi bd than tinh cia Ngai. Vi vdy mdi c6 nhitng chuyén huyéen
nhu “Jesus co6 vdg, cé con” va “Tim thay md c6 hai c6t cua Jesus.”

Vao thdgi buc Chua Jesus, Y-sG-ra-én dang la thudc dia cua dé quéc La-ma. Toan dan Y-so-
ra-&n dang khao khat trong chd mot |anh dao chinh tri ddy |én dé 1t d6 quyén luc cla ngoai
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bang va sau d6 cai tri ho tif ngdi Pa-vit (E-sai 9:7). Khéng cé gi té rang ho dang tréng chd
mot BDang Clu Chuoc, giai phong ho ra khdi quyén luc cua toi 10i va tai lap dia vi dan thanh
cta ho. Do vay, su xudt hién cia DUc Chua Jesus vdi nhitng IGi gidang day day quyén nang
cung v@i cac phép la dudng nhu da dap 0'ng su trong dgi vé mat chinh tri va xa hoi cia dam
dong. Tuy nhién, néu chung ta nghién clu ky lai cac IGi tién tri, thi Dang Mé-si cé nhiéu
chan dung. V& madt vinh quang, Ngai la vua ddi dGi cua Y-so-ra-én; vé mat dau kh& Ngai
phai chiu danh dap va phai chiu chét vi ganh thay t6i 10i cia nhan loai. Hai chan dung dé
clia P&ng Mé-si ddi vdi tri 6c cua loadi ngudi cling giéng nhu nudc véi Ira, khéng thé nao hoa
hop véi nhau. Vi ap luc clia nhu cau lich st, dan Y-so-ra-én véi va dén nhan Ngai nhu la mot
con ngudi siéu pham dé€ lam vua cla ho, khdéng cé chidt than tinh nao hét. Mac du S do
Phi-e-rd IGc d6 di mot budc xa hon trong viéc cong b6 Ngai cé than tinh, nhung 6ng van
chua cé thé hiéu dudc |a Ddng Mé-si d6 phai chiu chét thé cho tdi 106i cia moi ngudi. D&i Vi
dan Y-sd-ra-én thdi bay giG, mot la Jesus phai la cltu tinh cdia dan toc, hai la Ngai khong la
gi hét. Vi vay, khi Ngai hé md& Ngai chinh la Bdc Chua Trdgi, ho bén phan Ung, va dung dé
lam bang c8 Ngai d& pham thugng dé giét Ngai. Su chéi bd Blc Chla Jesus dén tir tdm long
khdng cé ché cho Pldc Chua Trdi tir trudc dén nay cla dan Y-sd-ra-én mac du mdi miéng ho
khi nao cling nhac dén Chua (Ma-thi-c 15:8).

Plc Chua Jesus d3 dén dé ban su s6ng cho dan minh, nhung Ngai da bi chinh dan Ngai
rudng bd. Ngai la hon da s6ng bi thé gian loai ra (1 Phi-e-rg 2:4). Nhung hé& ai d3 nhan Ngai
thi Ngai ban cho quy&n phép dé€ trd nén con cai Dlic Chila Trdi. Con cdi do khdng phai la két
qua cua y ngudi, cia su két hgp xac thit gilta ngudi dan 6ng va ngudi dan ba, ma con dudc
tai sinh bdi than linh ctia Ngai. Chi khi dugc sinh lai bdi Thanh Linh, mot ngudi mdi vao dudc
nudc Buc Chua Trdi (Giang 3:5). Xac chi sinh dugc phan xac, nhung chinh Linh mdi tai sinh
dugc phan linh. Su tai sinh tdm linh cia mot ngudi bat dau tir chd ngudi d6 bi bat phuc vi
than tinh ddc tén cla Pic Chua Jesus dé ngudi 8y phai thét I8n: “Ngai chinh la D4ng Christ,
la Con buc Chua Trdi” nhu Phi-e-rg da tung tuyén xung.

Mot ngudi khdng can phai bi€t hét nhitng Idi tién tri ndi vé Bic Chla Jesus, cling khdng can
bi€t hét ba chic vu dugc xtrc dau cua Ngai mdéi dén dugc véi su clu roi cua Ddc Chua Jesus.
Pién hinh 13 tén trém bi déng dinh clng vdi Ngai. Trong cudc di thoai cudi cung cua 6ng,
chdng ta khong nghe 6ng nhac dén mét quan diém than hoc uyén bac nao hét. Trong khi
tén trom kia dem danh hiéu Christ ra ché dieu - 1a moét hinh th{c chdi bo Bldc Chua Jesus la
D&ng Christ - ngudi trdém nay céng khai thira nhan tdi 16i minh rdi khan nai vdi Chua: “Hdi
Jésus, khi Ngai dén trong nudc minh réi, xin nhd 1dy téi!l” Ong khdng nh&c dé&n chit Christ;
cling chang co ai hudng dan 6ng “cau nguyén ti€p nhan Chua.” Tuy nhién hanh ddng cua
ong nodi Ién moét sy tin nhiém hoan toan vao con ngudi dang trdt nhitng haoi thd cubi cung
bén canh 6ng, rdng, con ngudi d6 la mot dang hoan toan than linh va hoan toan ngudi, cé
toan quyén trén cudc ddi cia 6ng, hién tai va mai sau. Su clu roi dén tu su tin trong long
va su cdng b8 bang miéng dlc tin cia minh theo nhu I8i cia S D6 Phao-16: “Vay néu
miéng nguoi xung Bic Chda Jésus ra va long ngudi tin réng Bdc Chda Trdi d& khién Ngai tor
ké chét séng lai, thi nguoi sé duoc ciu” (R6-ma 10:9). Moi ngudi cb thé cd 18i cdng bd vé
Pang Christ khac nhau, nhung tat ca nhitng IGi dé phai l1a nhitng mat cua moét vién kim
cuagng duy nhat - chinh la Dang Christ — ma chan ly vé Ngai dugc Bldc Chda Trdi mac khai
qua cac tién tri, s d6, va chinh blic Chua Jesus.

“Xin nhd dén téi! Xin nhd dén téi!” phai la tiéng kéu gao cua HOi Thanh véi Bldc Chua Jesus
trong khi ca thé gian tim hét cach chdi bo Ngai. Néu ho chéi Ngai la Thugng DE€, thi tin nhan
c6ng b6 Ngai la BDlc Chua Trgi. Néu ho chéi la Ngai khong bi ddng dinh, thi tin nhan cong bé
Ngai da chét trén thap gia. Néu ho tuyén bl la da tim thdy xuong clda Ngai, thi tin nhan
nhan Ngai bang cach céng bé Ngai da phuc sinh. Néu thé gian chéi bd su tai 1dam cla Ngai,
thi tin nhan céng bd la ching ta dang chd Ngai trd lai. Néu cac thay giao cua thé gian day
Durc Chua Jesus la mét con dudng trong s6 nhiéu con dudng clu roi, thi ching ta nhan Ngai
la Budng Duy Nhat, Chan Ly Duy Nhat va Su S6ng Duy Nhat (Giang 14:6).
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3- Muc dich ctia H6i Thanh:

MOt t0i nhan dudc cliru chudc vi tin va ti€p nhan su clu chudc cia Dlic Chla Jesus (Giang
1:12; 3:16). Khi mét téi nhan cé y chi tu do tuyét ddi vdi l1ong kiéu ngao cao ngut bang trdi
ma tu nguyén dep né di d€ quy xudng trudc Pic Chula Jesus Christ thi ngudi d6 d& budc tir
chét qua sbng, tu téi qua sang, tu thé gian vao vuong quéc ctia Birc Chla Trdi. H6i Thanh la
su két hgp hitu ca clia nhitng ngudi dudc clu chudc dé nhu mét ngdi nha dudc xay trén nén
mong cla chan ly ma Bldc Chua Trdi d@ mac khai qua cac tién tri va cac sir d6. Trong sy két
hdp hitu cd d6, ngudi mdi dudc clu dudc nudi duBng bang chan ly clia Blic Chla Trdi dé 18n
manh 1&n thanh mdn dé ctia Pdc Chia Jesus. Thi€u su hiéu biét vé muc dich, mang Iénh va
chung cudc cta Hbi Thanh, ching ta thiéu di quyén ndng d€ lam moén d6 va khdng thé chu
toan cac chic vu "Christ" trong tu thé& tap thé cua Héi Thanh “la than thé cla Dang Christ"
(E-phé-sb 2:10, 1 Phi-e-rg 2:9, Khai Huyén 1:6).

HOi Thanh khong phai 1a “nha thd,” 1a ndi tin nhan gdp g8 mdi Chu Nhat dé thd phugng
Chua. Dén thg Duc Chua Trdi chinh la H6i Thanh. Co-déc nhan khéng di “nha thg” dé tho
phugng moi sang Chu nhat vi chinh Co-d6c nhan la nha thd cua Budc Chaa Trdi. SI do6 Phao-
6 viét vé diéu nay nhu sau: “Anh em da dugc dung nén trén nén cua cac s dé cung cac
dang tién tri, chinh Ddc Chua Jésus Christ la da géc nha, ca cai nha da dung Ién trén da do,
sdp dit cdch hdn hoi, d&€ lam nén mét dén thd thanh trong Chua” (E-phé-sd 2:20-21).
SU d6 Phi-e-rg dd déng thanh véi Phao-16 vé Hoi Thanh nhu sau: “Va anh em clng nhu da
séng, dudc xay nén nha thiéng liéng, lam chirc té Ié thanh, dang ddng cua té lé thiéng
liéng, nho Duc Chua Jésus Christ ma dep y Buc Chua Troi” (1 Phi-e-rg 2:4). Ca hai s do
déu lam ching cho Bac Chua Trdi mét diéu: HOi Thanh la dén thg Buc Chua Trdi; Co-d6c
nhan la nhitng thay té |, lam cong viéc thd phugng Chua.

T 1€ that nay ching ta mdi thdy chit nghia cang ngay cang lun sau vao su khing hoang:
C6 Ca-ddc nhan goi chd nhém lai 1a “Thanh Pudng;” nhiéu ngudi khac goi d6 1a “nha Chula”
(nhu danh tir "church" dung trong Anh ngit). Trén tradi dat nay chi c6 mot Budng (ché thd
phugng, nhu trong “tir dudng”) la Thanh. D6 la Thanh Budng (the Holy Temple) Gié-ru-sa-
lem (Thi thién 5:7). Thanh Budng Gié-ru-sa-lem la noi c6 hom giao udc, dung hai bang da
c6 khdc musi diéu ran, 1a biéu tugng cho su hién dién ctia Bdc Chda Trdi trong dan su Ngai.
Thanh Budng dudc vua SO6-16-mon xay vao khoang nam 960 Trudc Cong Nguyén (thudng
goi la Thanh Budng thr nhat, hay Thanh Budng S6-16-m6én). Thanh Budng Th& Nhat bi
guan Babylon tan pha vao khoang nam 586 TCN (Trudc Cong Nguyén). Sau dd, dan Y-so-
ra-én dudc vua Cyrus clia P& Qudbc Persian cho phép trd vé dé xay dung lai thanh vao
khoang nam 535 TCN. Sau nhiéu |an viéc xay cat bi dinh tré, Thanh BuGng Th{ Hai (TDTH)
da dugc hoan tat vao nam 515 TCN, va cac culc té |é trong TDTH dudc tiép tuc lai. Vao nam
19 TCN, vua Herod hoan toan triét ha Thanh Budng cli va xay dung lai hoan toan mdi. Du
vay, Thanh Budng do vua Herod xay van dudc goi la TDTH bdi vi ti nam 515 TCN, su t€ le
khoéng bi gian doan [5, 6]. TDTH (hay con goi la TD Herod) dugc hoan tat vao nam 64 Cong
Nguyén (CN) bi quan La-ma pha hudy vao nam 70 CN; tur d6 cac cudc té le bi cham dut cho
dén nay. Tuy vay vao thdi cubi, Thanh Budng Gié-ru-sa-lem phai dudc tai thiét, cac cudc té
lé phai dugc tiép tuc. Sau d6 khdng lau, AntiChrist s& cham dut cac cudc té le trong Thanh
budng, lam 6 ué€ dén thd bang cach ngdi chém ché trong d6 va tu xung la Ddc Chla Trdi
(Pa-ni-én 9:27, 2 Té-sa-l6-ni-ca 2:4).

Trong thdi dai An Bién, Co-d6c nhan dugc chinh Blc Chia Jesus kéu goi thd phugng Ngai
déc 1ap vdi noi nhém hop (Gidng 4:23). Khi than thé cla tin nhan |1a dén thd Blc Chua
Thanh Linh (1 C6-rinh-t6 3:16) theo nghia cd nhéan, va ca HoOi Thanh la dén thg Bic Chua
Trdi (theo nghia tap thé) thi ching ta khéng goi chd nhém la thanh dudng nita. Ché nhém
lai c thé |a chg, nha tu, trudng hoc, s& lam, rimg rém, dong IGa, nha & va k& ca "nha thg"
(tic la dinh thy dé nhom thd phuogng Chda vao Cha Nhat). Trudc day, tai Viét Nam cé thoi
quen goi cho nhédm hop thd phugng Chua la "nha giang" hay "giang dudng." Khong biét tir
bao gid, danh xung "nha thd" clia ngudi Cong Giao da thay thé cho danh xung "nha giang"
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cla ngudi Tin Lanh. Trong thdi dai An dién ma ching ta dang s6ng, HOi Thanh 1a Thanh
Pudng, la nha Chula. Xay dung nha Chua tic la dung chén ly cia Blc Chla Trdi d& nudi I6n
nhifng ngudi mdi tin Chua va hudn luyén ho tré thanh mén dé cua Chiaa chir khéng phai gop
tién dé xay cat cd sd. Thanh Pudng trong thdi An Dién - chinh |a than thé ctia Co-dbc nhén
(theo nghia cd nhan) va Hoi Thanh (theo nghia tap thé) - khdng bao gid thay thé [7] Thanh
budng vat chat Gié-ru-sa-lem. Thanh Budng Gié-ru-sa-lem dudc xay trong Thanh Dia Gié-
ru-sa-lem. Pay la bat dong san cta Blc Chua Trdi trén dat. Bé la noi Ngai cong bd la “nha
Ta, dat Ta” (1 Cac Vua 11:36, Xa-cha-ri 1:16, 8:3). Thanh dia Gié-ru-sa-lem that ra la mét
mi€ng dat khong c6 gi dac biét, theo cai nhin cda loai ngudi, nhung lai la trung tam cia
mau thuan quéc té€ trong moi thsi dai. Nhung trong chudng trinh va y dinh cia Blc Chua
Trdi, Ngai d& chon Gié-ru-sa-lem lam ndi d& danh cua Ngai ngu tri ddi dgi. Vi thé, dia danh
nay trd thanh vi tri t6i quan trong trong linh gigi d€ Satan phai né luc ma danh dut cho
dugc. Mot ngay kia, Thadnh Pudng Gié-ru-sa-lem sé& dugc tay ngudi tai thiét dé nhimng I&i
tién tri vé thdi cubi dugc i’ng nghiém. Tuy vay, nd s€ khoéng con céng dung trong trgi mdi va
dat mdi, vi khi d6, thanh Gié-ru-sa-lem mdi tir trén trgi sé giang xudng, chinh Bdc Chua
Cha va DPlic Chua Con la dén thg, va Bdc Thanh Linh la séng nudc hdang s6ng tudn chay tir
ngdi an dién cua Dlc Chda Trdi (Khai Huyén 21:22, 22:1, Gi&ng 7:38-39).

Nh& mac khai ching ta c6 vé Hbi Thanh, ching ta biét rang nhiing tdn gido mang danh
Chua nao goi mot Ianh thd trén dat ndo, ngoai thanh Gié-ru-sa-lem, 1a “thanh dia;” hay goi
mot dinh thy nao, ngoai dén thd Gié-ru-sa-lem, la “toa thanh” déu la nguy gido. Tiéc rang,
¢ khdng it Ca-ddc nhan, ké ca ngudi chan va gido su Thanh Kinh, tiép tay vdi thé luc bong
t6i, cang ngay cang ling doan chi{t nghia Cd-d6c. Du v6 tinh hay c6 y, ho dung danh xung
"Drc Thanh Cha" dé goi loai ngudi va "Toa Thanh" d& goi mdt cd s& vat chat khéng phai la
dén thd Gié-ru-sa-lem.

4- Ménh lénh cta Pic Chaa Trai cho HOi Thanh:
4.1- Phai nén thanh:

“Nhung, nhu Dang goi anh em la thanh, thi anh em ciing phai thanh trong moi cach
dn & minh, bdi cé chép rang: H8y nén thanh, vi ta la thanh.” (1 Phi-e-rd 1:15-16)

Thanh khiét 1& ménh 1&nh cla Pldc Chla Trdi cho H6i Thanh va céi dich d€ Hoi Thanh vuon
t6i. Danh ti thanh khiét bao gébm hai y nghia: (1) thién hao, vo t6i, va (2) thudc vé Dirc
Chua Trdi. Phan I6n, khi ndi dén thanh khiét, ngudi ta chi nghi dén y nghia th nhat |a thién
hao, vo tdi. Vi thé, khi nghe Thanh Kinh goi nhitng ngudi tin Chua |a thanh d69, nhidu ngudi
thac méc rang, tai sao nhitng ngudi doi khi cé ddi séng dao dirc té hai hon mot ngudi khdng
tin Chlda ma lai dugc goi la thanh. Danh xung thanh do6 & day c6 nghia ngudi dé thudc
vé Plrc Chha Trdi. Thudc vé Ngai |a chdp nhén I8 kéu goi cua Ngai dé trd nén tron ven
nhu chinh Bdc Chda Trdi (Ma-thi-g 5:48). Thanh dé khong c6 nghia la mét ngudGi khong con
pham t6i ni{ta, ma la mot ngudi quyét tdm tir bo tdi, tin nhan su clu roi trong Dang Christ,
va bang long ti€p nhan su thanh hda cla Blc Thanh Linh, nghia l1a bang long vang theo |0i
Chua, va thd phugng chi mot minh Chua.

Trong tién trinh thanh hoéa thanh d6 van con y chi tu do dé& chon lua giita pham t6i hay
khdng. MOt thanh dd vi thé& cé thé pham tdi vi thiéu hiéu biét, pham téi ma khdng biét réng
minh pham t6i. Ti du nhu S& D6 Phi-e-ro khi khuyén can Chua (Ma-thi-¢ 16:22-23). M6t
thanh d6 cling cé thé pham tdi vi yéu dudi, khdng dirng viing trudc cdm do hodc thir thach.
Ti du nhu vg chong A-na-nia va Sa-phi-ra vi tham tién ma néi d6i Blrc Thanh Linh (Cong Vu
Cac S D6 5:1-11), nhu Phi-e-rd vi sg bi nhitng tin d6 g6c Do-thai gido bat bé ma gia hinh,
gay vap pham cho bao nhiéu ngugi khac (Ga-la-ti 2:11-14).

Chung ta dugc Buc Thanh Linh thanh hda va cing moét Iic ching ta thanh héa Bang Christ
trong long minh:
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"Whung hdy tén Pang Christ, la Chua, lam thanh trong long minh.” (1 Phi-e-rg 3:15)

T6n Bang Christ lam thanh nghia la biét riéng Dang Christ trong long minh. Diéu nay nghia
la khéng mot than tugng nao, hay mét ngudi nao, hay moét vat nao, hay mot y tudng, hay
mot chd thuyét nao cé thé cung vdéi Dang Christ ngu tri trong ldng cua tin nhan. Ca-d6c
nhan khéng thé tén thd Chda cing mét lic véi cac than tugng khac hodc td tién cua minh.
Toén Bang Christ lam Chia nghia la tén Dang Christ lam Dang cai tri minh. Thanh dé dugc
nén thanh la nhG huyét ciia bang Christ rira sach moi t6i |6i cia minh. Mudn ti€p tuc & trong
su thanh khiét do, Cg-doéc nhan phai thd phugng chi mét minh DBdc Chuda Trdi, dong
thdi biét, hi€u, va |Iam theo 18i Chda. Su khdn ngoan dé hiéu biét I16i Chla dén tir Birc Thanh
Linh. Nang luc dé cé thé lam theo ISi Chla cling dén tir Blc Thanh Linh. Vi thé&, cdng tac
thanh hoéa tin nhan thudc vé Ddc Thanh Linh (1 Phi-e-rc 1:2). Phuong tién dé thanh héa tin
nhan la Idi cta Buc Chla Trdi (Giang 17:17).

Nhu vay, HOi Thanh khong phai la tap ~thé’ cua nhitng ngudi khong con pham t6i nita, ma la
nhitng ngudgi da cé Iong an nan vé téi 16i cia minh va tin nhédn su clu roi trong BDang Christ.
Ho dudc biét riéng ra d€ Birc Thanh Linh thanh héa cho tron ven. Su tron ven nay chi cé thé
dat dudc trong ngay than xac da nhiem téi, dang chét nay, dugc Chua phuc sinh thanh mot
than thé mdi. Tuy nhién, tién trinh thanh hda khéng phai 1a mét gidy phép pham tdi cho Co-
d6c nhan. Ngudi nudng cdy vao su tha th cia Chla dé ti€p tuc séng trong tdi, vui tha
trong t6i, du muu dé pham téi la nguGi khéng cé 16ng dn ndn, va nhu thé, cho du ho cd tin
Chua, thi duc tin dy cling khéng dan ho dén su cltu roi, vi tién dé cua su clu roi la su an
nan toi.

4.2- Cau thay va rao giang nudc trdoi:

Trudc khi Bic Chaa Jesus vé troi Ngal phan:"Hét ca quyén phép & trén troi va dudi dat da
giao cho ta. Vay, h3y di day dé muén dan, hdy nhon danh Bic Cha, Buc Con, va PUc
Thanh Linh ma lam phep bap tem cho ho, va day ho gilt hét ca moi diéu ma ta da truyén
cho cac ngudi. Va ndy, ta thuong & cung cac ngudi luén cho dén tan thé” (Ma-thi-g 28:18-
20) Ch{r “mub6n dan” trong nguyen nglr Hy-lap la ethos (/eth-nos/) tuc la chang téc. Nhu
vay déi tugng cua su truyén gido cua Cd-déc nhan khéng phai la ting ca nhan moét, nhung
la ting chung toc mot, mic du su clu rbi dén véi tiing ngudi qua su quy phuc va tuyén
xu.mg clia moi mét cad nhan nhu S& Db Phi-e-rd [8]. N6i mdt cach cu thé, ddi tugng truyén
glao clia H6i Thanh ndéi chung la moi dan téc trén mat dat, va cldia Hoi Thanh ngudi Viét Nam
ndi riéng I1a toan bd ngudi kinh 14n ngudi sic téc dang song tai Viét Nam. Tin nhan ngudi
Viét Nam la cac thay té |é cua blc Chda Trdi nhu IGi cua S« DO Phi-e-rg: “Va anh em
ciing...lam chirc té& I& thanh...” (1 Phi-e-rd 2:4). Thay t& 1& trong thdi 4n dién lam céng
viéc thd phugng Chua va ding giCra ngudi chua tin véi Blc Chda Trdi d& cau thay cho ho.
NhS méc khai ctia Blc Chua Trdi, ching ta ndm chan ly cla su s6ng va su chét; vi vay,
ching ta co trach nhiém vé su cltu roi cda hon tdm muai triéu dong huong Viét Nam.

M&i ca nhan ngudi Viét Nam cé nhiing tdi 16i riéng, va ca dan tdc Viét Nam (kinh cling nhu
sdc tdc) co tdi 16i chung. Pon Iy cha tdi 16i ciia mdt dan tdc &n nédp trong van hod clia dan
toc dd. Vi vy, su rao giang Tin Lanh cla nudc trdi phai bat dau bang su kéu goi dn nan toi
cua ca nhan noi riéng va cua dan toc ndi chung. Lich su cho biét rang PUc Chla Trdi mac
khai sy phat 1ong cua Ngai qua cac tién tri nhu Gié-ré-mi, E-sai, Gié-na, A-mét cho cac dan
toc ngoai Y-sG-ra-én nhu E-dip-t6, Ba-by-16n, Sy-ri, Ni-ni-ve, v.v. Con Bdc Chula Jesus lam
ching vé nudc trdi cho ting cd nhan mot nhu Ni-c6-dem, ngudi dan ba Sa-ma-ri, va kéu goi
Phao-16 lam s&r d6 cho cac dan téc ngudi ngoai. Diéu nay cho chidng ta thdy Dic Chua Troi
song song vdi su bat phuc tung cd nhan, c6 cai nhin tap trung vao tung dan tdoc nhu doi
tugng dé céng b Tin Lanh cua Ngai.

Moi dan téc dugc Buc Chua Trdi kéu goi di ra tir van hoa cua ho dé vao nudc cua Ngai nhu
Ngai da kéu goi Y-sG-ra-én di ra tir E-dip-t6 (hay Ai-cap). Khi ching ta da di ra r6i ching ta
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khong quay dau nhin lai, ti€c nudi qua khr nhu nhitng ngudi Y-so-ra-én nhung nhg d6 an
thirc u6ng cua xr d@ cam minh lam nd 1€ d6. Vi vay, mudn cau thay va rao giang Tin Lanh
cho Bdc Chla TrGi chdng ta phai tinh sach nhu cac thay té |é xua cla Y-xo-ra-én vay.
Chung ta phai dé cho Blc Chlda Thanh Linh tdy ra minh d€ minh dudc nén thanh. Song
song, ching ta phai thanh héa Buc Chua Jesus trong long minh. Moi su thod hiép vdi van
hoa thé€ gian lam & ué€ hinh anh cta Bdc Chua Jesus trong long ching ta, khién cho méi
quan hé cua ching ta vdi Ddc Chda Thanh Linh bi cdt ddt. Vai tro thay té |é cla ching ta co
thé bi cat di vi ¢ d8. Hau qua 1a muc vu ciu thay va rao giang cua ching ta chi nhu tiéng la
vO vong ngoai bién ca.

Trong c6ng tac cau thay cho qué huong va dan téc Viét Nam, ching ta can xung nhan toi 15
cta cha 6ng, theo gudng clia Né-hé-mi “...xung téi 16i minh va su gian 4c cua té phu
minh" (Né-hé-mi 9:1-3):

"T6i xin mdt Chia hdy dodi dén va 16 tai Chua 18ng nghe 15i cdu nguyén cla ké day
td Chua ma téi hién luc nay hdng ngay va dém cdu nguyén vi dén Y-so-ra-én, la cac
téi té Chua, J tai trudc mat Chua va xung nhiing téi cua dan Y-so-ra-én ma chung
téi d& pham vd&i Ngai. Va lai téi va nha cua té phu téi ciing c6 pham téi.” (Né-hé-mi
1:6)

va Da-ni-én:

"Ta con duong ndi va cdu nguyén, xung téi 16i ta va toi dan Y-so-ra-én ta va ta déng
107 nai xin truéc mat Gié-hé-va Buc Chua Troi ta, vi ndi thédnh Bdc Chua Troi ta.”
(Pa-ni-én 9:22)

Trong cong tac rao gidng Tin Lanh clu rdi cua Chua, ching ta phai trung thuc véi sir diép
cua Tin Lanh. S{ diép Tin Lanh bao gém cdng b6 thuc trang tdi 16i cua nhan loai, su clu
roi duy nhét & trong Pang Christ, diéu kién dé tié€p nhan su cUu roi la an nan tdi va tin nhan
Plc Chua Jesus Christ, diéu kién dé tiép tuc & trong su clru roi 1a s6ng thanh khiét theo I&i
Chua, va trung tin cho dén chét.

Nhidu ngudi giang su cfu roi cia Dlc Chua Trdi dugc ban cho nhan loai vo diéu kién. Khi
giang nhu vay, ho da vo tinh bo qua diéu kién "an nan t6i" do Tién Tri Giang Bap-tit rao
trudc, do chinh Blrc Chua Jesus cong bd, va do SIr B6 Phi-e-rg tai xac dinh:

"Luc 8y, Gidng Bap-tit dén gidng dao trong déng vdng xu Giu-dé, rédng: Cac nguoi
phai an nan, vi nudc thién dang da dén gan!" (Ma-thi-g 3:1-2)

"Tir luc d6, Buc Chua Jésus khdi giang day réng: Cac nguoi hdy &n ndn, vi nudc thién
dang da dén gan." (Ma-thi-c 4:17)

"Chung nghe bdy nhiéu Idi, trong Iong cam dbéng, bén hoi Phi-e-rd va cac s dbé khac
rdng: H&i anh em, ching ta phai lam chi? Phi-e-ro tra I0i rdng: H8y héi cai, ai ndy
phai nhon danh Pic Chda Jésus chiu phép bdp-tem, dé duoc tha tdi minh, rbi sé
duoc lanh su ban cho Buc Thanh Linh." (Cong Vu Cac S D06 2:37-38)

Nhiéu ngugi khi rao giang Tin Lanh chi nhan manh vé su tha th& t6i ma khéng nhan manh
vé nép song thanh khiét tir bo toi. Co ngudi khac ndéi dén phudc hanh trong Chia ma khong
ndi dén ngudi di theo Chla phai chiu bat bd. Nhiéu ngudi giang chi muén thac ép déi tugng
"cau nguyén tin Chua" cho nén tan dung cac yéu té tdm ly qua nhitng xao thuat vé anh
sadng va am thanh, gang sUc trau ddi nghé thudt hung bién, va ra dn hay khen dbi dé I8y
long ngudi nghe, v.v. thay vi hoan toan nhG cdy vao quyén nang cua Dulc Thanh Linh.
Thanh Kinh khong hé néi dén mot su "hudn luyén cad nhan ching dao" hay "huan luyén
truyén giang" nao. Su kién huan luyén ca nhan duy nhat dugc ghi lai trong Thanh Kinh la su
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kién hai vg chong A-qui-la va Bé-rit-sin dem nha truyén gido tré A-bd-16 v& nha dé day
thém vé |é dao (Cong Vu Cac SIr b6 18:24-26). Ngay nay, nhirng gido phai dé xudng ra cac
phudng phap huan luyén chiing dao va truyén giang dua trén tam ly hoc, va nghé thuat
hung bién da vé tinh gat bé quyén nang cua buc Thanh Linh. Biéu ma mét thanh d6 can co
trudc khi di ra rao giang Tin Lanh 13 biét chéc su clu roi cta minh, hiéu rd dao Chuaa, hiéu
rd Tin LAnh ma minh dang rao gidng, s6ng mdi ngay vdi Tin Lanh, va chét mdi ngay cho Tin
Lanh.

Cdng tac cua Hoi Thanh la rao giang Tin Lanh mét cach trung thuc. Cong tac cua Bdc Thanh
Linh 1a cdo trach ngudi nghe vé t6i 16i va bat phuc ngudi nghe. Truyén gido ma khéng can
Plc Chia Thanh Linh bdt phuc thi chi nhdm vao muc dich la lam gia tdng quén sb. Pién
hinh la cau chuyén hai muc su thudc hai gido hoi khac nhau trong cung mét thanh phg,
tranh nhau di dén nhitng gia dinh ty nan méi dén, hra gilp d& dé€ du ca gia dinh bang long
lam bap-tem, hdu c6 thém ngudi d&€ bdo cdo cho "HOi Thanh Me" ngudi M. Vi th&, cho nén
mdi co I8i du: "Lam bap-tem bén tbi chi rudi chat nudc Ién déu, lam bap-tem bén dé phai
nhung cd ngudi xuéng nudc, bat tién Idm!" d& danh ngudi vé phia minh. Thanh Kinh khéng
day Hd&i Thanh di rao giang Tin Lanh kiéu nay.

Trong s mang mén d6 héa mudn dan, chidng ta chi truyén day nhitng gi Chda da truyén
day cho chung ta qua Thanh Kinh. Chua Jesus da phan: “...day ho giitr hét ca moi diéu ma
ta da truyén cho cac nguoi.” Chung ta tuyét doi khong thém, khong bét vao IGi Chua,
khong dat ra nhiing gido diéu luat Ié lam ganh nang cho thanh d6, nhirng ganh nang ma coé
khi chinh ching ta cling mang khéng ndi (Ma-thi-c 23:4). Tiéc rdng ngay hém nay, c6 qua
nhiéu ngudi cé an hoc, tu goi minh la gido su Thanh Kinh va ngugi chan bay, da day cho
chién cua Chua va ngudi chua tin Chua nhitng diéu Chuaa Jesus khong hé truyén bao.

5- M6t lich st ngan cua Théi Pai H6i Thanh®:
5.1- Khéi diém:

Cé mot chir thudng thdy trong van chuong Co-déc |a HOi Thanh Cuu Udc (Old Testament
Church) dé bao gdbm nhitng ngudi dudc cllu nhu Mdi-se. Trén bé mat, goi su nhdm hiép cla
dén Y-so-ra-én thoi Cuu Udc la HGi Thanh khéng cé gi sai, vi Thanh Kinh goi dan Y-so-ra-én
la dan thanh (hay tuyén dan) (Phuc Truy@n Ludt Lé Ky 7:6; 14:2, 21) va goi su’ nhém hiép
cta ho dé ra mat Chia 1a s nhdm hiép thanh (Xuat E-dip-td Ky 12:16; Lé-vi Ky 23:3-4, 7-
8, 21, 24, 27, 35-37; Dan S6 Ky 29:1,7,12). Cling nhu Y-sa-ra-&n, Hoi Thanh cling 1a tuyén
dén cla Bulc Chda Trdi. Nhung su hiép lai cia tuyén dan Y-sd-ra-én trong Cuu Udc khéng
phai la Hoi Thanh vi khéng cé Pang Christ lam trung tam.

Dua vao I6i phan ciia Blc Chla Jesus trong Ma-thi-6 16:13-18, ching ta ¢ thé khang dinh
PUc Chua Jesus thiét 1ap HOi Thanh cach nay gan hai ngan nam. Trudc dd, HOi Thanh chua
thuc hitu vi Ngai phan la sé& (thi tuang lai) lap H6i Thanh. Khi ban vé thdi diém chinh xac llc
HOi Thanh dugc thiét |1ap, nhiéu Co-d6c nhan cho do la ngay le Ngl Tuan (50 ngay sau khi
Chua s0ng lai, 10 ngay sau khi Chua thang thién) lic Bdc Chia Thanh Linh giang [am (C6ng
Vu Céc S Pb 2). Tuy nhién, thdi diém Dldc Chla Jesus ha hoi trén cac s do la thdi diém
Hoi Thanh hinh thanh nghe c6 v& hgp ly han. Khi dé, Ngai ha hdi ca cho cac s d6 1an mén
do va phan: “Hay nhén lanh Thanh Linh!" (Giang 20:21-22). (Trong nguyén tac la "Thanh
Linh" cung nghia vdi chit "sanh khi" trong Sang Thé Ky 2:7 ch(& khong phai "BUc Thanh
Linh" la Ng6i Ba Thién Chua [4].) Nhu vay, HOi Thanh hinh thanh lic Bldc Chua Jesus ha
sinh khi cho cdc mén d6 cling nhu Bic Chua Trdi ha sinh khi vao A-dam la bui dat thi 6ng
trd nén mot sinh linh (Sang Thé Ky 2:7).

Nhitng ngusi tin Chda trong bay ndm dai nan cling dugc goi |a thanh d6°. Tuy vay, thanh d6
trong thai ky nay khong thudc vé Hoi Thanh do Blrc Chla Jesus Christ thiét [ap vi Burc Chaa
Jesus da dem HOi Thanh ra khoi thé gian trudc khi bay nam dai nan tdi.
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HOi Thanh bao gdm t4t ca ngudi Y-sd-ra-én |an ngudi ngoai, 1a nhitng ngudi &n nan toi va
cong b6 Jesus thanh Na-xa-rét la BDadng Christ. H6i Thanh cé nhiing ngudi Y-sd-ra-én la
nhanh cay 6-li-ve nguyén thly bi cdt ra nay dudc thap lai vao gbc (R6-ma 11:24). Ddng
thdi c6 nhirng ngudi ngoai tdc Y-so-ra-én la nhitng nhanh cay 6-li-ve hoang dugc cat ra khoi
g6c hoang va dugc thap vao gbc 6-li-ve tét [6]. Trong HG6i Thanh khéng cé su phan biét
nam, nif, giai cdp xa hoi, hoac chung téc (C6ng Vu Cac S0 D6 15:9; Ro-ma 3:22, 10:12; 1
Co6-rinh-td6 11:11; C6-l6-se 3:11). TU ngay dudc thiét Iap, ca HoOi Thanh dugc Dch Chua
Thanh Linh thanh hod, day db, huan luyén, ban quyén nang dé dem Tin Lanh clu roi clia
PUc Chua Jesus tdi cho moi dan toc.

HOi Thanh va Y-sd-ra-én cung |a tuyén dan, nhung tuyén dan Y-sg-ra-én khong phai |a Hoi
Thanh. Cling nhu vay, su ra dgi cia HOi Thanh khong thay thé tuyén dan Y-so-ra-én.

5.2- Tién trinh phat trién:

Gan hai ngan nam qua, HGi Thanh cua Chua trai qua nhiéu sy dir. Lich sir cua HGi Thanh
dudc viét bang mau tir dao, bat dau bang cai chét clia E-tién (Cong Vu Céc S&r D6 7:54-60).
Chinh Blc Chua Jesus tién tri H6i Thanh ludn luén bi thé gian bach hai (Giang 15:18-21).
Co-dbc nhan "...mudbn séng cach nhén duc trong Puc Chia Jesus Christ, thi sé bi bt bd" (2
Ti-md-thé 3:12).

Co6 nhitng lic H6i Thanh bi sat hai khing khi€p nhu thdi Nero Dai D€ La-ma. Thdgi dg, tin
nhan bi sén dudi, bi cudp bdc, bi sat hai, bi dem ra cho tha dit xé xac lam trd vui cho cc“)ng
ching trong cac dau trudng. Tham chi ho b| cot vao cac tru ddéng, tdm dau héc, thiéu séng,
lam dubc soi sdng ban dém trong ngu uyén cua Nero. Ong vua nay &n mac nhu phudng
tudng, tu minh danh xe ngua chay gilra hai hang dudc ngugi cudi to mot cach dién dai [9].
Nhung kinh khing nhat la th&i khoang hon 600 nam (1227-1834) HGi Thanh bi tan sat bai
Gidao HGi Cong Gido, qua cbng cu Phap Dinh Ton Giao®. Ban dau PDTG do cac tu si Dong
Dominicans va Franciscans phu trach; vao thé& ky 16 thi do Dong Tén’. Hang triéu con dan
Chua bi cam tu, bi tra tan, bi cudp boc tai san, bi ham hiép, bi chém dau, bi thiéu séng, bi
ban lam no 1€, v.v. vi ddm doc va gilt Thanh Kinh trong nha. Ho khong chap nhan thg lay
hinh tugng, chdi bd th&m quyén cla gido hoang, Ia nhiing ngudi goi minh la dai dién cho
Pang Christ? [10, 11].

Satan tim cach danh pha HOi Thanh bdng su bach hai tir bén ngoai, va Iling doan tu bén
trong qua viéc sir dung cac gido su gia va tién tri gia, nguy thuyét, cac phong trao tén gido,
nhat 1a cac phong trao tén gido dai dong, qua cac td chiic gido phai, qua cac hé thdng gido
quyén, v.v. dugc xay dung trén truyén théng cua loai ngudi, thay vi truyén théng cla cac
tién tri va s @& c6 Blic Chua Jesus lam hon da géc nha. Nhitng trang s clia thé gian cé thé
md hd goi nhitng t& chirc tdn gido bach hai con dan Chua, d6t diét Thanh Kinh 1a H6i Thanh.
Chlng cé thé khdng goi nhitng ngudi bi bach hai vi trung tin vdi 16i Chda Ia H6i Théanh.
Nhung khi nhin vao nhiing trang s d6, chiing ta van nhan ra dugc su chién thang cua Hbi
Thanh subt gan hai ngan nam nay. Bé la vi cac cubc bach hai dé du cé mang lay quyén luc
clia am phu, cling khéng thang dugc Hoi Thanh theo nhu Ii tién tri ciia chinh Dlc Chua
Jesus (Ma-thi-0 16:18).

5.3- Chung diém va hau chung diém:

Thdai dai HOi Thanh, la mot phéan cua thdi gian, khong kéo dai bat tan nhu nhiéu ngugi nghi.
HOi Thanh chi ton tai trén d&at dé Iam cdng viéc Chla cho dén khi dugc Blc Chia Trdi dem
ra khéi thé gian (1 C6-rinh-t6 12:13, Ga-la-ti 3:28, 1 Té-sa-l6-ni-ca 4:13-18). Chlng ta goi
bién c6 nay la Su Cat Lén [12]. Sau khi dugc cat Ién HGi Thanh:
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(1) Nhan lanh phan thudng tir Pang Christ, tuy theo cong viéc minh lam lic con
trén dat

"Nguoi trong, ké tudi, déu bdng nhau; ai ndy sé& nhdn phdn thudng tuy theo viéc
minh da lam." (1 Co-rinh-t6 3:8)

"Vi, chdng ai c6 thé Idp mdt nén khac ngoai nén dé Iap, la DBdc Chua Jésus Christ.
Néu cé ké I8y vang, bac, bdu thach, go, cé kh6, rom ra ma xady trén nén &y, thi cbng
viéc cua moi ngudi s€ bay to ra. Ngay dén sé to tudng cong viéc do; né sé trinh ra
trong Ida, va céng viéc cia moi ngudi dang gia nao, Ita sé chi ra. Vi bdng céng viéc
cua ai xay trén nén dugc con lai, thi thg dé sé lanh phan thudng minh. Néu cbng viéc
ho bi thiéu huy, thi madt phan thudng. Con vé phdn nguoi dé, sé dugc cuu, song
duong nhu qua lua vdy." (1 CO-rinh-t6 3:11-15)

(2) Két hgp véi bPang Christ trong mau nhiém cua tiéc cudi Chién Con

"Poan, toi lai nghe cé ti€éng nhu’ mét dam dbéng vé s6 ngudi, khac nao tiéng nudc Idn
hodc nhu tiéng sdm dir, ma rang: A-1é-lu-gia! Vi Chua la Bdc Chuda Troi ching ta, la
Dang Toan nang, dd cam quyén cai tri. Chung ta hdy hén hd vui mung, tén vinh
Ngai; vi lé cudi Chién Con da tdi, va vg Ngai da sua soan, d& cho ngudi dugc mac do
sang lang tinh sach bdng vai gai min (vai gai min tuc la céng viéc cbéng binh cua cac
thénh db). Thién s phan cung téi réng: H3y chép: Phudc thay cho nhirng ké duoc
mai dén du tiéc cudi Chién Con! Ngudi lai tiép réng: BS6 1a nhiing 10i chon thét cua
Plc Chia Troi." (Khai Huyén 19:6-9)

(3) Pong tri véi Pang Christ cho dén ddoi doi

"Lai néu ching ta chiu tha thdch ndi, thi sé cing Ngai dbng tri; néu ching ta chéi
Ngai, thi Ngai cling sé chéi ching ta." (2 Ti-mo-thé 2:12)

"Va Ngai lam cho ching ta dong séng lai va déng ngdi trong cac noi trén troi trong
Duc Chua Jésus Christ.” (E-phé-s6 2:6)

"Ké nao thdng, va gilr cac viéc cua ta dén cudi clng, ta s& ban cho quyén tri cac
nudc.” (Khai Huyén 2:26)

"Va chung sé khéng cdn dén anh sang den hay anh sang mat trdi, vi Chua la buc
Chua Troi s€ soi sang cho; va chung sé tri vi doi doi." (Khai Huyén 22:5)

6- Tém ludc:

HG6i Thanh |a dén thd dé thd phuogng Dldc Chia Trdi. Héi vién |a nhitng vién gach, 1a cac téi
nhan biét an nan toéi, tuyén nhan Dlic Chua Jesus la Cu Chida Duy Nhat ctia minh. Ng6i dén
thd d6 dugc xay dung trén mot truyén thong duy nhat cla chén ly di ra tir Dang dgi ddi
khdng bao gid thay ddi 1a Blrc Chda Trdi. Truyén théng do |a cac 15 tién tri va gidng day cua
cac day td Blc Chua Trdi ma Ngai dung dé giai bay y chi cta Ngai ra cho nhén loai trong
su6t chiéu dai lich s&r mdy ngan nam tu Cuu Udc tdi Tan Udc. Truyén théng dé khodng phai la
nhitng su luu truyén ngoai Thanh Kinh. D6 la truyén thGng cua loai ngudi, di ngudc lai chan
ly cua Buc Chua Trdi.

H6i Thanh |a “Than Thé Bédng Christ” dang & gilta thé gian, tiép tuc cong vu tién tri, thay t&
I€, va vua cua Bang Christ. Trong chuc vu tién tri, H6i Thanh gidi bay cho thé gian tinh yéu
ctua Buc Chua Trdi danh cho nhan loai, rao giang Tin Lanh vé sy ciu roi chi cé trong Bang
Christ. Trong chuc vu thay té€ le, H6i Thanh nhém hop thd phugng Bdc Chua Trdi, cau thay
cho téi nhan, dang chinh minh lam cua I€ séng va thanh cho Bic Chaa Trdi. Trong chiic vu
vua, HOi Thanh dang cai tri ban nga xac thit téi 10i clia tin nhan va mot ngay kia, HOi Thanh
sé dbng cai tri muon vat véi Dang Christ.
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Chinh Blc Chula Jesus néi dén HOi Thanh nhu la mot thuc thé hitu hinh (Ma-thi-g 18:15-
20). Nhu vay, Héi Thanh that su rat hitu hinh trong moi tdm nhin, thudc thé Ian thudc linh.
Thanh Kinh khéng hé néi d&n “Ho6i Thanh V6 Hinh.” Danh tir "H6i Thanh Phé Thong" [a mét
su diép y, vi tuv y nghia ctia danh tir H6i Thanh, theo nghia dGi hay nghia thudc linh da bao
gdém tinh phé théng.

Lé Anh HuyHuynh Christian Timothy
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Ngir vung:
a- D6i Khang: Protestant
b- Tin Lanh: Evangelical
c- Thdi dai HG6i Thanh: Church Age
d- Thanh d6: Saint
e- Phap Dinh Ton Gido: The Inquisition
f- DOng Tén: Jesuits

g- Dai dién cho Bang Christ: Vicar of Christ
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