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Than Hoc Té-ré-sa
Lé Anh Huy

1- Dan nhap:

N{ tu Té-ré-sa, lanh giadi N6-ben hoa binh vao nam 1979, dudc nhiéu ngudi
trén thé& gidi, ké ca modt s6 Co-dbc nhéan trong vi tri Idnh dao nguGng mo va
dé cao nhu la mét Co-d6c nhan guong mau [1,2]. Ba dudc goi bdng Me, cé
1& vi ba sang l1ap va quan nhiém mot giong tu mdi tai An D6. Ba ndi tiéng
trén thé gidi vi Muc Vu Tinh Yéu® do ba sang lap va diéu hanh. Pay la muc
vu gilp d3d va cham s6c ngudi ngheo kho, tan tat, binh hoan, v6 gia cu. Sau khi qua ddi vao
ndm 1997, ba dugc Gido Hoang John Paul II phong hanh®, tlc [a dugc tuyén bé 1a ngudi
dudc Phudc Hanh. Bay la budc dau tién cla tién trinh phong thanh®, tdc la dugc tuyén bo la
“thanh nhan®.”

Mac du ba Té-ré-sa va cac cong su vién cla ba lam viéc xa hoi, nhung ho khéng phai la
nhan vién x3 hoi [3]. Nhu ching ta sé thdy sau day hoat dong ciia ho ndm dudi danh nghia
tdn gido, hay cu thé hon la dem niém tin Cdng Gido di vao thé& gian qua cdng tac nhan dao
phuc vu ngudi nghéo khé. D&i vdi tiéu chudn cla con ngudi, su hy sinh cia N Tu Té-ré-sa
va cac cdng su vién clia ba that su la qua cao ca; Co-ddc nhan khdng thé tranh dugc cam
giac hé then khi minh tuyén xung la con cai cua Chiia ma khéng lam dugc nhiing viéc nhu
ba. BUng trudc su hy sinh cao ca dé, im lang ma ngudng mé cé |€ la thai do thich hgp nhat
cho Co-d6c nhan. Tuy nhién, vi t6 chilfc clia ba 1a mét td chic truyén gido qua cdng tac nhén
dao dé dem tinh yéu cua DUlc Chla Jesus Christ va niém tin vao Pic Chia Trdi dén véi thé
gian, nén Co-ddc nhan cé thé cd tiéng ndi, dua trén nén tang Thanh Kinh, va dua trén
nhitng gido ly ba phé bién. D4 1a vi Blc Chia Trdi 1a Su S8ng cho nhiing ai kéu cau danh
Ngai (R6-ma 10:13); va Thanh Kinh la I8i ciia Ngai ma loai ngudi phai séng bang moi Ii ra
tUr miéng cta Ngai (Ma-thi-d 4:4), cho nén, hé ai cdng bd dlc tin cia minh vao Pic Chua
Trdi déu c6 quyén thira k& di san qui bau nay dé€ dung vao viéc phan biét cac than (1 Gidng
4:1). Vi vay, trong bai viét nay, ching t6i sé khong phé phan céng diic cia NI Tu Té-ré-sa
theo tiéu chudn clia con ngudi, nhung ching téi cé quyén phan tich va phé binh I&i day cla
ba vé tat ca nhitng gi lién quan dén nhitng mac khai cua Dlc Chla Trdi trong Thanh Kinh.
Chuang t6i goi tat hé thdng niém tin va giang day cta N Tu Té-ré-sa la Than Hoc Té-ré-sa.

2- Tém ludc cac diém chinh trong Than Hoc Té-ré-sa:

Trudc hét, vi ba Té-ré-sa la mot nit tu Cong Gido ngoan dao, nén than hoc cla ba dua trén
nén tang than hoc cia Cong Gido. Cu thé la: Thd ba Ma-ri [4], chiu phuc gido hoang, tin vao
cac truyén théng va cac bi tich, v.v. Trong pham vi bai nay, chung téi sé& khéng ban vé tinh
Kinh Thanh cua cac diém than hoc nay ma chi muén lam noi bat mot diéu. D6 la trén ly
thuyét, ngudi Cong Gido tin vao Thién Chla Ba Ng6i nhu Co-déc nhan, nhung trén thuc t€,
ho thd ba Ma-ri la me phan xac cia Bic Chua Jesus Christ. Trén ly thuyét, ngusi Cong Gido
xem Thanh Kinh va truyén théng ngang nhau, nhung trén thuc t€ ho nghe IGi hé thdng gido
phdm nhiéu hon 1a doc Thanh Kinh. Trong su thd phugng, Bdc Chlda Trdi khdng nhudng mot
li vinh hién cho bat ky ai, k& ca ba Ma-ri, 1a ngudi nit dugc phudc nhat trong s6 cac ngudi nit
trén dat (Lu-ca 1:42), nhung chi la mo6t cong cu, hay néi dung haon la day té cua Blc Chuda
Trgi (Lu-ca 1:38). Su thd phugng ba Ma-ri thay vi thd phugng Bdc Chla Trgi la hau qua cla
viéc khudat phuc Nir Vuagng Trén Trdi ma Budc Chua Trdi d&@ phan an nang né ma chung téi da
co6 dip ban qua [5]. NguGi thG cac than khac chua c6 su s6ng cua Buc Chua Trgi vi Buc Chua
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Jesus da co6 phan: “Va, su séng doi ddi la nhin biét Cha, tuc la buc Chua Trdi c6 mét va
that, cung Jésus Christ, la Pdng Cha da sai dén” (Giang 17:3). Vi vay, tin d6 Cong Giao
ddng trudc mot nguy hiém cuc ky, c6 thé 1dy mang ho ddi ddi, vi trén ly thuyét ho tuyén bs
Ia “nhin biét” Thién Chua Ba Ngo6i, nhung trén thuc té ho lai thd N Vuagng Trén Trdi trong
|6t Ba Ma-ri.

2.1- Than hoc vé su ngheo kho:

Trén nén tang cua than hoc Cong gido do, ba Té-ré-sa con phat huy cho riéng minh mot sé
quan diém than hoc khéc, trong dé c6 “Pic Chla Jesus
ddng nhat véi ngudi nghéo” 1a diém than hoc quan trong
nhat, la nén tang cho Muc Vu Tinh Yéu cua ba. Ba day:
“buc Chuda Troi déng nhat Ngai vdi ngudi déi, ngudi binh,
ngudi vé gia cu,...” [6]. MOt ndi khac ba day: “Ngay hém
nay béang Christ & trong nhiing ngudi khéng dugc ai mubn,
ngudi that nghiép, ngudi khéng ai cham séc, doi, tran
truéng, va vé gia cu” [7]. O ndi khac, ba day: “Té6i thdy
Dang Christ trong moi ngudi ma téi dung cham bdi vi Ngai
phan: 'Ta ddi, ta khat, ta trédn trubng, ta binh, ta chiu khé:,
ta khéng nha va ngudi cho ta... Chi don gian thé théi. Moi
khi t6i cho mét miéng banh, téi cho Ngai. Do vy, chung tbi
phai ki€m ngudi déi, ngudi tréan trui. Vi vay, ching téi hoan
toan budc chat vdi ngudi nghéo” [8]. Ca sG Thanh Kinh cla
quan diém than hoc nay nhu sau:

Nt tu Té-ré-sa “B,a”y gid, vua sé phan cung nhL?ng, ké dNbén ,CILNI’U r‘a*ng: AH6fi .
cac nguoi dugc Cha ta ban phudc, hay dén ma nhan lay
nudc thién dang da sdm san cho cdc nguoi tir khi dung nén

troi dat. Vi ta ddi, cac nguoi da cho ta an; ta khat, cac nguoi da cho ta ubng; ta la
khach la, cac nguoi tiép rudc ta; ta trdn truéng, cac ngudi mac cho ta; ta dau, cac
nguoi tham ta; ta bi tu, cac nguoi viéng ta.

Luc 8y, ngudi céng binh sé thua rang: Lay Chua, khi nao ching téi da thdy Chua doi,
ma cho an; hodc khat, ma cho uéng? Lai khi nao chung téi da thdy Chua la khach la
ma tiép rudc; hodc tran trubng ma mac cho? Hay la khi nao chung téi da thdy Chua
dau, hodc bj tu, ma di thdm viéng Chua? Vua sé tra Ioi rdng: Qua théat, ta ndi cung
cac nguai, hé cac nguoi da lam viéc dé cho mét ngudi trong nhilng ngudi rdt hén
mon ndy cua anh em ta, 8y la da lam cho chinh minh ta vay.

K& dé, Ngai sé phan cung nhiing nguci & bén ta rang: H&i ké bi rua, hdy Iui ra khoi
ta; di vao ltra doi doi dd sdm san cho ma qui va nhiing qui s’ né. Vi ta da déi, cac
ngudi khéng cho an; ta khat, cac nguoi khéng cho uéng;ta la khach la, cac nguoi
khéng tiép rudc; ta trédn trudéng, cac ngudi khéng mac cho ta; ta dau va bj tu, cac
nguoi khéng tham viéng. Dén phién cac ngudi ndy bén thua lai réng: Lay Chda, khi
nao chung téi dad thdy Chua, hodc doéi, hodc khat, hodc lam khach la, hodc trdn
trudng, hodc dau 6m, hodc bj tu ma khéng hdu viéc Ngai u? Ngai sé dap lai rang:
Qua thét, ta ndéi cung cac nguai, hé cac nguoi khéng lam viéc dé cho mét ngudi trong
nhiing ngudi rat hén mon ndy, 8y la cac ngudi ciing khéng lam cho ta niia. ROi
nhiing ké ndy sé vao hinh phat ddi doi, con nhiing ngudi céng binh sé vao su séng
doi doi.” (Ma-thi-d, Mathew 25:34-46)

Vi Buc Chua Jesus dudc dong nhat vdi ngudi ngheo nén yéu/phuc vu Chua tic la yéu/phuc
VU ngudi nghéo, hay ngugc lai.

Su nghéo kho d6i vdi ba Té-ré-sa la mot qua tang tu Bdc Chua Trdi vi khi ngheo cd it
chudng ngai vat giltra ngudi va Ngai han [9]. Nhitng chudng ngai nay la t6i 16i gay ra do long
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ganh ghét, tham lam, v.v. che khuat Dic Chua Trdi khoi loai ngudi. Do dd, theo ba Té-ré-
sa, ching ta can phai ngheo khdé that su vi nd gilr 1ong ching ta khoi bi gén bd vdi nhiing
diéu trén.

2.2- Than hoc vé su citu roi:

Ba Té-ré-sa khong ban vé ban chat tdi 16i tir trong 16ng me cla lodi ngudi, cling nhu su &n
nan tr bo ban chat cli, va khoac Ién ngudi moét ban chat mdi nhd vao su ti€p nhan Bang
Christ lam Cltu Chua Duy Nhéat. Ba khéng nhac dén dia nguc la ndi cam gilt dGi d&i nhiing
linh h6én cho dén hai thd cudi cung van cing Iong chdi bé DBic Chua Trdi. Ba khéng rao
truyén vé su clru roi trong huyét clu chudc cua Birc Chua Jesus Christ nhG vao dé con ngudi
budc tu toi qua sang, tu chét qua s6ng, tUr dia nguc qua thién dang; nhung ba tin vao céng
viéc cai long cta Bic Chla Trdi va cua Bdc Chua Jesus Christ. Ba hy vong muc vu cla ba
giup vao su cai Iong d6 nhung van cong nhan y chi tuyét dsi tu do cla con ngudi, cé chap
nhan dé Chuda cai Ibng minh hay khéng [10]. Do vay, phuong phap cla ba la phuc vu con
ngu‘(‘ji d€ ho c6 thé dén gan vdi Chua céng han. Theo ba, con ngudi cd thé tiém tién dén
gan Bdc Chaa Trdgi trong vi tri hién tai cia minh; nghia Ia, néu mét ngudi Céng Giao, hay
HOi Gido, hay Tin Lanh, hay An Gio, hay Phat Gido, v.v. tré nén mét ngudi Cong Giao tot
haon, hay mot ngudi Hoi Gido tét hon, hay mot ngudi Tin Lanh tt hon, hay mot tin d6 An
Giéo tét han, hay moét Phat tur tét han, thi nhg vao su “tét hon” do chl]ng ta cang téi gén
Buc Chua Trdi hon [10]. Déi véi ba, cd mét Bang Thu’dng D& t6i cao, va con ngudi van co
thé chiing td minh thudc vé Ngal ma van gilf ton gido cla minh bat ké tén gido dd la gi.
viét: “Cho du ban Ia mot tin d6 An Gido, H6i Gido, hay mdt Ca-dbc nhédn, cdch ban séng ner
thé nao la bang ching cho biét ban cé thudc vé ngai hoan toan hay khéng” [11]. Vi tin nhu
vay, nén khi doi dién vdi cac bénh nhan hap héi ba khéng gidi thiéu su clu roi trong danh
cta bang Christ, danh duy nhat dudi gam tréi ma qua dé téi nhan khodi bi phan doa trong
dia nguc (Céng Vu 4:12), ma la “cho ho bét ky cai gi ho yéu cdu theo niém tin tén giao cua
ho. C6 ngudi doi nudc Ganges, ngudi doi nudc thanh, hay mét I0i cau nguyén. C6 ngudi chi
xin mét trai tdo, hay miéng banh, hay diéu thubc. Ngudi khac chi xin cé mét ngudi ngbi bén
canh vdi ho” [12].

3- Than hoc Té-ré-sa dudi anh sang Thanh Kinh:

Theo Thanh Kinh, trong ddi séng cla ngudi tin nhan Chua ton tai bdn yé&u t6 quyén 1an vao
nhau nhu b6n mat cia mot vat: dic tin, tinh yéu, viéc lam (hay céng duc) va chan ly. Néu
da cé duc tin thi phai cé viéc lam di cung, néu khoéng, dic tin dé la duc tin chét (Gia-co
2:16, 27). Néu da yéu thi tinh yéu doé phai co viéc lam va phai & trong chan ly (1 Giang, 1
John 3:18). Néu da yéu thi phai hoan hi trong chan ly (1 Co-rinh-t6 13:6). Néu bon yéu to
nay dong ton tai thi duc tin d9o, tinh yéu do6, viéc lam d6, chan ly dé la duc tin trong Christ,
tinh yéu trong Christ, viéc lam trong Christ, va chan ly cia Christ theo th( tu, hay ndi tom
lai, d6 la ban tanh cda Christ. Ngudc lai, néu it nhat moét trong cac yéu t6 trén thi€u vang thi
blc tranh tdm linh cua ching ta hoan toan bi méo mdé mdc du cac yéu té khac rat vi dai.

Burc tin khdng c6 viéc lam la dic tin chét, nhung viéc lam, du cho viéc lam nhan danh Chua,
van khong phan anh mét dudc tin trong chan ly. M6t thi du cu thé 1a cac gido hoang thdi
Trung C& nhén danh Chda kéu goi vién chinh chiém thanh Gié-ru-sa-lem khoi tay ngugi Hoi
Gido. Tinh thuong sinh ra hanh dong, nhung khéng yéu thucng con ngu’di van c6 thé ban
hét gia tai d€ cho ngudi nghéo, hay chiu chét thiéu nhan danh mét diéu gi d6 (1 Co-rinh-t6
13:2). MOt ngusGi me chiu chét thé cho con nhu’ng van cé thé 1am cho con hu d6n vi khéng
ky luadt con. Mot ngudi Pha-ri-si kiéu ngao, gia hinh, thi€u yéu thuong van cé thé dang 1/10
(Ma-thi-g 23:23). Do vay, Cgd-déc nhan khong thé’ nao bi 1da mat vi cdng dldc cia mot
ngudi, lam trong danh Chua, va xem dé la tdm gudng sang cho Cg-déc nhan noi theo. Bing
trudc cong diic cia moét ngudi, Co-ddc nhan nén cé6 mot con mat phan doan toan dién theo
ba khia canh: dic tin, tinh yéu va chan ly. Dua trén nguyén tac nay chdng téi khéng dam
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thach thurc tinh yéu nhan loai clia ba Té-ré-sa, nhung ching téi dat nhiéu nghi van cho hai
yéu té kia ma ba nam: dd la chan ly cua Ddc Chla Jesus Christ va dic tin trong Chda cua
ba.

Trudc hét, Muc Vu Tinh Yéu ma ba sang |ap dua hoan toan vao Ma-thi-c 25:34-46, dac biét
trén may chif “anh em ta.” Nhung anh em cua DPuc Chda Jesus Christ la nhitng ai? Chinh
Duc Chua Jesus dinh nghia, ho la nhitng ngugi lam theo y Bldc Chda Cha (Ma-thi-g 12:50).
Nhung dé cho su vinh hién hoan toan thudc vé Ngai, chiing ta hdy gia thir anh em Chua cé
nghia réng nhu mot s6 ngudi dé nghi, la toan bé nhan loai. Néu nhu vay, thi Bdc Chua
Jesus Christ cling khdng thé nao bi ddng nhat véi ngudi nghéo. Ngai d& phan biét rd Ngai va
ngudi nghéo khac nhau: Ngudi nghéo dgi nao ciing cd, luc nao cling c6, nhung Ngai thi
chling ta khéng ludn c6 (Ma-thi-G 26:11). Hon nitfa Dlc Chda Jesus Christ khdng thé bi dong
nhat véi nhitng ngudi pham toi bi tu (Ma-thi-d 25:43) ma khong chiu an nan. Bic Chua
Jesus cling khéng thé & cung nhitng ngudi nghéo vt cht, nhung trong long day &p nhiing
hinh tugng gém ghi€c (Ma-thi-¢ 5:3). Bung la sy giau c6 can trg loai ngusi dén gan Vdi
Chua (Ma-thi-o 19:24), nhung gitta hai ngudi: t6 phu cua dic tin 1a Ap-ra-ham, la mét
ngudi giau co, va mot ngudi cuc ky nghéo, nhung nguyén riia Bdc Chua Trdi vi cai nghéo
clia minh, B¢ Chua Jesus & clung véi ngudi trudc. Do d6, ching tdi két ludn, v8i mét su' can
trong can thiét rang than hoc vé ngudi nghéo cla ba Té-ré-sa cd phan cuc doan nén léch
khoi chan ly ctia Buc Chuaa Jesus Christ.

Th& dén, Thanh Kinh cho biét rang ching ta yéu vi Bdc Chla Trdi yéu ching ta trudc (1
Giang 4:19). L& dudng nhién chldng ta van “yéu” t trudc khi ching ta tré thanh Co-doc
nhan. Diéu nay rat hién nhién trong thé& gian gilta nhitng ngudi khéng hodc chua tin Chua.
D3 cb biét bao nhiéu gidy muc viét vé tinh yéu trai gai, cha me con cdi, vd chong, ba con,
ban be, xdm giéng, dat nudc, nhan loai, chién hitu, v.v. Nhung tinh yéu nay khong phai la
tinh yéu ma DPdc Thanh Linh ndi qua s d6 Giang. Tinh yéu Cg-déc phai cé blc Chua Jesus
va tat ca nhitng gi thudc vé Ngai ngu tri. Tinh yéu Cg-déc khong phai la tinh yéu nhan danh
Déang Christ ma la tinh yéu c6 Déng Christ va su chét clru chudc va su séng lai dac thang
ctia Ngai hién hitu. Tinh yéu Co-d6c khdng thé thi€u chét Christ.

Do vay, khi mdt ngudi bi€u hién tinh yéu that ciia Dang Christ chiéu sdng qua minh cho tha
nhan, ngudi d4 khéng thé khéng ndi vé su chét ciu chubc cia Ngai. Dac biét khi ddi s6ng
tha nhan dé chi con dém phut hodc gidy. Mot ngudi ding trudc cai chét chang con gi thudc
thé d€ mang theo. Nhitng bénh nhan h&p hdi ma ba Té-ré-sa chdm séc du mudn hinh van
trang déu thudc vao hai loai tén trém cung dong dinh vgi Buc Chla Jesus. Hai tén trom nay
c6é cung mot qua khar “lay ling” trong téi 10i giéng nhau, nhung hai thai d6 khac nhau khi
dGi dién vdi cai chét. Mot tén chi biét thoa ma Chua, con ngudi kia y thdc qua khi toi 10i cla
minh va xin Chua nhd dén 6ng trong thién dang. Do vay, trong tinh yéu cta Pang Christ da
chiu chét cho nhén loai, ding trudc su xa xi thdi gian chi c6 thé dém bang phut hodc gidy
db, Co-d6c nhan khdng thé nao nhan danh “tinh yéu” ma chiu chuéng su yéu dudi clua xac
thit d& cung cdp cho tdi nhan bat c( cai gi ho doi hoi, ngay ca cac I€ nghi tén gido chéng
nghich Ddc Chuda Trdi cla ho. Day la “tinh yéu” cta mot ngudi me khéng ndm chéan ly cua
Chua, nhét tién vao tui cla con d&€ né an choi dén hu hdng. Trong trudng hgp ba Té-ré-sa,
“da con” d6 s& khdng con dip d& hu hdng nirta, vi né s& phai chiu chét ddi ddi trong hoa
nguc. C6 I& vi khéng chdp nhan hién thuc hoa nguc, hay vi tin vao nguc luyén t6i nén ba Té-
ré-sa khong co khai niém vé nhu cau cap bach clia mot ngudi phai déi dién su cltu roi va hu
mat trong phat 1dm chung, va do dé ba khong giang vé diéu nay.

Thé gian thudng goi Bldc Chua Jesus Christ la Chia Clu Thé, nhung néu khoéng c6 hoa nguc
thi Chua dé Clu Thé gian khdi cai gi, cu lam sao? Néu cir § trong mot ton gido nhung cl
“tu hanh” dé dugc tét hon hang ngay va nhd su t6t hon nay ma mét ngudi tién dén gan Dlc
Chua Trdi hon thi ai ra tiéu chuén cho su tét han d6? Céi dich t8i hdu cua tu hanh theo Phét
Gido la gidc ngd vé ngd [13]. Nhu vay cd thé chiing ta ndi “t6t han” trong Phat Gido la cang
ngay cang ngd vb ngd, vo Thugng DE&; chidng sinh chi bat chgot xuat hién trong cdi ta ba do
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nghiép minh lam tr muodn van kiép trudc? Nhu vay, cang “t6t hon” trong Phat Gido ching
nao - tuc la ti€n gan tdi giac ngd vo6 ngad chirng nao - con ngudi cang chdng nghich véi Buc
Chua Trgi chirng d6. Mac du tat ca cac ton gido thé gian déu khac nhau vé cd ban, nhung
|&p ludn trén déu c6 thé ap dung cho tat ca. Nghia la, cang t8t han trong tén gido thé gian,
cang chéng nghich Bic Chaa Trdi. Mot bénh nhan hap héi cé th€ mim cudi trit hoi thd cudi
cung nhd vao su cung cap cua ba Té-ré-sa lé nghi ton gido ma ngudi dé doi hdi, nhung khi
ngudi ay di qua phia bén kia cdi chét, sé cé “khoc l6c va nghién rang.” Néu ba Té-ré-sa la
mot Co-d6c nhan, ba phai gidi thiéu su chét clru chubc va su song lai cua Ddc Chua Jesus
Christ cho bénh nhan h&p héi d6, dé ngudi dd cd co hdi thi hanh y luc tu do cia minh: nhén
Chua hay chdng Chua.

4- Két luan:

Than hoc clia ba Té-ré-sa dua trén nén tang cla than hoc Cong Gido, tron IAn vao dé mot
chu nghia nhan dao nhan danh Thanh Kinh. “Tinh yéu” ma ba Té-ré-sa phd bién thiéu vang
tinh yéu va cong ly ctia Bdc Chda Trdi vi yéu thudng thé gian dén noi phai gidang an phat
trén chinh Con minh.

Trudc khi Co-ddc nhdn phé bién mét diéu day dé nhan danh Thanh Kinh ndo cla bat ky ai
thi phai nghién clu toan bé hé théng than hoc cua né va déi chiéu véi chan ly cua Thanh
Kinh trong su dan ddt cha Blc Thanh Linh. Co-ddc nhan khdéng thé bi loa mat vi mdt céng
duc nao dé cua mot ngudi nao, vi Thanh Kinh cho bié€t, & ngoai tinh yéu, dic tin va chan ly
ctia Chua, loai ngudi van co thé lam dugc nhiéu chuyén gém ghé.

(Ngay 29, thang 12, nam 2006)
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a- Muc Vu Tinh Yéu: Ministries of Charity
b- Phong hanh: Beatify

c- Phong thanh: Canonize
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